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Foreword

Historically, injury or disease within the chest was considered in most instances to be fatal. It 
would take hundreds of years to understand human anatomy and physiology for doctors and 
scientists to develop surgical techniques to provide surgeons and anesthesiologists the un-
derstanding and skills to work in a small space to treat diseases of the thorax. 

Today, technological advances have paved the way for miraculous cures for infection, an-
atomical disorders, vascular abnormalities, malignant tumors, benign masses, and other 
thorax pathologies. These treatments promote healing for a wide variety of clinical condi-
tions, and the evoluation of anesthesia techniques has allowed for less postoperative pain and 
improved outcomes.  

We hope that our book, Thoracic Anesthesia Procedures, provides an inspiration for les-
sons in thorax surgery and anesthesia for medical students, residents, fellows, and attending 
staff. We have worked methodically to recruit experts from numerous medical fields and pro-
fessional disciplines. The result is an easy to read and very visual book sharing expertise and 
knowledge in the field of thoracic surgery. We welcome your comments and hope you enjoy 
our book focused on thoracic disease and treatment.
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