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Introduction. Improving and maintaining the reproductive health of population is
one of the global social and health challenges of the twenty-first century. Reproductive
health is a decisive indicator of socio-economic and demographic prospects and a
prerequisite for sustainable development and national security in any country.

It has been shown that sexually transmitted infections (STIs) are prevalent in the
population and have a negative impact on reproductive health, resulting in infertility,
the non-deployment of pregnancy, stillbirth and the like.

According to WHO statistics, more than one million people aged 15-49 in the world
are infected with STIs every day. Almost 380 million cases of four curable sexually
transmitted infections are registered annually: chlamydia, gonorrhea, trichomoniasis
and syphilis.

Therefore, the policy and strategy documents of the United Nations, WHO and
other international organizations are aimed at implementing effective measures to
address reproductive health problems of the population at the national and global
levels. About 400,000 new cases of various STIs are diagnosed annually among the
population of Ukraine.

The aim of the study: to study and analyze the features of the incidence of sexually
transmitted infections in the female population of Ukraine during 2015-2019 in the
context of different age groups to justify the main directions of their prevention.

Materials and methods. Sources of scientific literature, statistics of the State
Statistical Service of Ukraine, the Centre for Medical Statistics of the Ministry of
Health of Ukraine. Bibliosemantic and medico-statistical methods were used.
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Results and discussion

Official statistics and reporting in Ukraine regarding STIs, including more than 30
diseases with various etiology, pathogenesis and clinical characteristics, are carried out
mainly in relation to HIV infection, diseases of syphilis, gonorrhea, trichomoniasis,
chlamydial infection, urogenital mycoplasmosis.

The analysis of official statistics allowed us to assess the features and dynamics of
changes in the incidence of the female population of Ukraine in some sexually
transmitted infections in 2015-2019.

A decrease in the incidence of syphilis, gonorrhea, trichomoniasis, chlamydial
infection and urogenital mycoplasmosis was established. In particular, the incidence of
gonorrhea decreased by 1.6 times, trichomoniasis — 1.5 times, syphilis and chlamydia
infection — 1.3 times, urogenital mycoplasmosis — 1.2 times, although there are
significant regional differences. For example, in some regions the incidence of sexually
transmitted diseases is considerably higher than the Ukrainian average.

Thus, the incidence of gonorrhea in women is characterized by a wide range - from
0.2 per 100 thousand female population in Zaporizhia to 25.1 per 100 thousand in
Dnipropetrovsk region. In Khmelnytsky, Kirovohrad and Dnipropetrovsk regions,
these indicators are 2—4.7 times higher than the average level in Ukraine.

The most common among women are trichomoniasis and urogenital
mycoplasmosis. In 2019, the average incidence of trichomoniasis in Ukraine was 123.7
per 100 thousand female population, ranging from 26.0 in Kyiv to 281.5 per 100
thousand female population in Khmelnytsky region. It has been established that the
incidence of trichomoniasis in women in Khmelnytsky and Odesa oblasts exceeds the
Ukrainian average by more than twice.

The range of incidence rates of women with urogenital mycoplasmosis with an
average Ukrainian incidence rate of 72.0 per 100 thousand female population is 0.9 -
230.9 per 100 thousand (Zakarpattia and Kharkiv regions, respectively). The incidence
rate of women with urogenital mycoplasmosis in Kiev, Donetsk and Kharkov regions
1s 2.4, 2.5 and 3.2 times, respectively, higher than the average Ukrainian level.

Certain peculiarities in the structural distribution of patients with venereal diseases
by age groups were revealed. In particular, it was found that in the structure of patients
with syphilis, the first rank places are occupied by the age groups 40—59, 35—-39 and
30—34 years old, whose shares are 41.4%; 18.2%; 15.6% respectively.

In the structure of patients with gonorrhea the prevalence of age groups of 40-59
years (24.1%), 30—39 (19.0%) and 25—29 years old (17.6%) were established.

The structural distribution of patients with chlamydial infection and urogenital
mycoplasmosis is characterized by the predominance of women aged 20—34 years. The
largest specific weight belongs to the age groups 25—29 years old (22.6% among
patients with chlamydial infection, 20.9% among patients with urogenital
mycoplasmosis), 30—34 years old (21.1% and 20.8%, respectively) and 20 — 24 years
old (with a specific weight of 20.4% and 18.2%, respectively).

Among patients with trichomoniasis, the prevalence of women at the age of 25—-59
years were revealed, with the largest shares of age groups 25-29 years old (22.6%);
3039 years old (19.3%) and 20-—24 years old (20.4%)).
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