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M.O. 3OPIH

AHINPOBCHKUIN ASPXKABHUI
MEAVYHUIM YHIBEpCUTET, AHINPO

MyHKUINHO AO3epPHA MIKPOANCKEKTOMIS
B NALIEHTIB NMOXUAOIO BIKY 3 NPOTPY3iaMu
TA rPUXXAMU NONepeKoBOro BIAAIAY XpebTa

BiAOMO, LLO AereHepaTnBHI YPOYKEHHS XPeBTa TRAMASIKOTLCS NEPEBOYKHO B OCIO MOXMUAOTO BiKY. AiKYBAHHS XBOPWX
AITHBOTO BiKY 30 AOMOMOTOKO XipYRrii 3HOYHO OBMEKEHE. 3A HASIBHOCTI MDKXPEBLIEBMX MPOTPY3i OO rpuK i3 BUSIBAMM
SIK AKOMOQATT, TAK | POAVKYAONATII, HE3BOMKAIOUYM HA TPVBOAE KOMMAEKCHE KOHCEPBATVBHE AIKYBOHHS, 3QCTOCYBOHHSI
MYHKLiMHOI Aa3epHOi MikpoanckekToMii (MAMA) Moxke Byt ePEKTUBHUM.

MeTta po60T — MOAINLUNTA PE3YALTAT MYHKLIMHOI AO3EPHOI MIKPOAUCKEKTOMIl B MALLEHTIB MOXMAOTO BiKy 3 MPO-
TRY3iIMU TA TPVKAMK MONEPEKOBOTO BIAAIAY XpebTa.

Marepiaan Ta meToaun. PO60Ta BUKOHOHA B ML «EHAOCKONIYHA Herpoxipypria» (M. AHINPO).

AAS1 yHOCTI B AOCAIAKEHHI ByAM BiaiOpaHi 530 xBopmx BiKOM Bia 50 A0 72 pokiB, cepeaHin Bik — (68,60 + 5,63) poxy.
YonosikiB 6yAO 260, xiHOK — 270. XBOPUX PO3MOAIAUAN HO ABI rpynv: y rpyni | BUKOHYBAAM INAMA 0AHOrO abo 3a noTpe-
61 ABOX MiXkxpebLesnx anckis (MXA) xsopum i3 npotpysismm MXA (n = 410), y rpyni Il nposoanAn NAMA XBOPWM i3 MiK-
xpeobueoto rpmketo (N = 120). BaAYHOAM XBOPUX,SIKi BIATIOBIAQAM TAKUM KpPUTEPISM: BiK MOHAA 50 POKIB, YPOYKEHI AUCKM
36epiraAm riaAPODIABHICTb | AOCTATHIO BUCOTY (HE MEHLL HiXK 2/3 Bia HOPMM), CAMTAABHUI PO3MIP MPWXKI HE NEPEBWLLYBOB
6 MM, BIACYTHICTb OCUDIKYBOABHOTO AIFTOMEHTO3Y, AErEeHEPATUBHOTO CTEHO3Y XPEeBTOBOrO KOHOAY TO CMIOHAMAOAICTESY.
BpaxoByBaAM NpoTpysii po3mMipom Bia 3 A0 5 MM. BOABOBUIN CUHAPOM OLLIHIOBOAM AO ONepaLlii i IpoTarom 4 Tmk 3a Bidy-
QABHOK OHAAOTOBIO LLKAAOKD (BALLD. EdexTmBHICTb onepaLi 4epes 3 MiC BU3HAYAAM 3a LKAACKO McNab.

Pe3yAbTaTU T OGrOBOPEHHS. Y NALEHTIB MOXMAOTIO BiKy MPOTIFOM NepLOoro TvHg nicAs NAMA Giab AELLO 36iAb-
LLYETHCS, LLO MOSICHIOETHCSI ACEMTUYHOKO 3ANMAABHOK PEAKLIEID TKAHMH, §IKi OTOYUYIOTb MXA,. AO KiHLIST MICSILS 3ANAABHO
peaKLis perpecye, ane Binb 3AAULLAETLCSI HO BUCOKOMY PiBHI. Yepes 3 MiC CTAH TAKMX MALLIEHTIB 3HOYHO MOAIMLLMBCS,
MPO LLO CBIAYMAQ OLHKA 3a WKkaAo McNab.

BMCHOBKMW. TIM4YQCOBE MOrPLUEHHST CTAHY MNALIEHTIB MOXWUAOTO BiKy MPOTIroM MicsiLs nicAs MNAMA, NOSICHIOETLCS
QACENTUYHNM 3ANOAEHHSIM TKAHWH, WO OTOYYIOTb MXA, 3MEHLLEHHSIM EAACTUYHOCTI TKAHMH i 3HMKEHHSIM CXUABHOCTI AO
penapadii B TAKMX NALEHTIB. [Npu KOPEKTHOMY BIADOPI NALEHTIB MOXMAOTO Biky [TAMA MOXe ByT AOCTATHBO EPEKTUBHOHO.

KAIO4OBi CAOBQ: MYHKLMHA AQ3EPHA MIKPOAUCKEKTOMIS, MPOTPYSii TA MO MOMEPEKOBOro BIAAIAY XpebTa,
MOXUAWNA BIK.

BiAOMO, O [ereHepaTMBHI ypaxeHHa xpebTa
(AYX) TpannaTbcsa NnepeBaxHO B OCI6 NiTHbLOrO
BiKy, ane 6inblUicTb MEAUYHMX TEXHOOr N po3pobne-
HO 415 XBOPMX CepeaHboro Ta Mpaue3naTtHoro BiKY.
JlikyBaHHa [¥YX B 0Ci6 NiTHbOro BIiKYy XipypriyHMmu
METOAaMM 3Ha4yHo obmexeHe. Y 1980-x poKax B
KNiHIYHY NpaKTUKy 6yno BAPOBadXEHO METOAMKY,
BiAOMY NiA pi3HMMW Ha3BaMu («HyKeonaacTukar,
«BHYTPILULHbOANCKOBaA [OEKOMMpecis», «BanopuslaLis»

Towo [6, 9, 10]), AKa nocigae npoBigHe micue B JiKy-
BaHHi YX [3, 4]. MeToanKa TaKOX Mae€ iHLi Ha3Bw.
€.[. NepayeHKO 3anpornoHyBaB Ha3BY «MYHKLiNHaA
nasepHa Mikpoguckektomis» (MJIMA) [2]. Mu nigTpum-
MYEMO L0 Ha3BY, OCKi/IbKM EKCNEPUMEHTaIbHUMK 1
KNiHIYHMMW OO  CNIQXKEHHAMM BCTaHOBNEHO, WO B
pesynbrati edeKTy abnauii Ta BanopuaaLii nasep-
HUW NMPOMiHb 3MEHLIYE 06’EM MiXXpebLeBoro gucKa
(MX[) Hal5—25 % [1].
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Bigomo, wo 6inblWicTb MPOTPY3iM YCMiWHO NiKy-
l0Tb KOHCepBaTMBHMMW MeTogamu. Lle cTocyetbest
TaKOX MPUX HEBENMKOIO PO3Mipy (< 6 MM) 6€3 03HaK
CEKBecTpallii, ane B 4acTMHW XBOPMX, He3BaKalo-
YW Ha KOMINEKCHE NiKyBaHHS, 36€epiraeTbCs CTiMKKUM
601b0OBUI CUHAPOM 3a TUMOM NtoMbGanrii Ta HaBiTb
paguKynspHOro 601b0BOro CUHAPOMY. ABGCOMIOTHUX
noKasaHb [N BiAKPUTOro XipypriYHOro BTPyYaHHSN
BOHM He MaloTb. Y Takux Bunagkax MNJIM/I moxe 6ytu
HanedeKTUBHILIO Yy XBOpUX i3 npoTpy3iamu MX[ i
HEBENMKUMU FrPU¥KaMn B NONEPEKOBOMY Biadini xpeb-
Ta. YCTaHOB/EHO, WO LIEW METOA € KpallMMm Ans nawi-
EHTIB cepeaHboro BiKy (10 50 pokKiB), ToAi K Y XBOPUX
NITHLOIO BiKYy € CYTTEBI 0OMEXKEHHS /19 MOro 3acToCy-
BaHHS [7]. K 3a3Ha4eHO BuLLE, YacTille cTpaxaaTb
BiA AYX nauieHTM NiTHbOro BiKy. 9K iM gonomorTu?
Haw pocsia cBiguntb npo Te, wo MJIMA moxe 6ytu
ePeKTMBHOIO | B NauieHTiB BiKoM noHaa 50 pokiB 3
ypaxyBaHHSAM [AEKifIbKOX YMOB.

MeTta po60TM — NONINWKUTA pe3ynbTaT NyHKLin-
HOI Na3epHOi MiIKPOAMCKEKTOMIi B NALLIEHTIB MOXMIOr0
BiKYy 3 MPOTPY3isiMKU Ta rpUKamMn NonepexKoBoro Biaai-
ny xpebTa.

MarTtepian Ta meToau

Po6ota BuKoHaHa B ML, «EHAgoCKoOMiyHa Henpo-
xipypris» (M. JHinpo), B akomy MNJIM/[, npoBoasThb i3
1997 p. Y pocnigKeHHi 6yno 3any4eHo naujieHTiB, AKi
OTpUManu NikyBaHHS B LEHTPi B ocTaHHi 10 pokiB.

Ycix XBOpUX OBCTEKEHO 3a AOMNOMOro KOMM'to-
TEPHOro M MarHiTHO-pe3oHaHcHoro Tomorpada. lNpo-
BeAeHo croHaunorpadito 3 dyHKLiOHANbHUMK MPO-
6amMun. 3acTocoByBaNu XipyprivHMn nasepHuin anapat
«Jlika 30» («@OTOHIK», YKpaiHa) 3 [OBMWHOW XBWNI
900 HM. JlazepHe OMNpPOMIHEHHS MPOBOAMIU B iM-
NybCHOMY PEXUMIi: HaBaHTaXXEHHS Ha OAMH IMNYSbC
15 [K, NpoTSXKHICTb oAHoro imnynbcy 1 ¢. CymapHe
nasepHe HaBaHTaxeHHs 700—800 .

YyacHuKuM gocnigKeHHs. ns yyacTi B 4OCHIAKEH-
Hi 6ynn Bigi6paHi 530 xBopumx Bikom Big 50 go 72 po-
KiB, cepefHin Bik — (58,60 + 5,63) poKy. HonosikiB
6yno 260, )iHok — 270.

Yci xBOpi ganu NMCbMOBY 3rofly Ha yyacTb Y Ha-
YKOBOMY AOCNIAKEHHI. Ha npoBeaeHHA OOCNIAXKEHHS
OTPMMaHO [03BiN KOMicii 3 eTUKK i 6ioeTnkn AHinpoB-
CbKOro AepaBHOro MeAMYHOro YyHiBepcuTeTy (npo-
Tokon N¢ 25 Big 19.02.2025 p.).

XBOpKX pO3noainuan Ha aBi rpynu: y rpyni | Bu-
KoHysanu MJIM/L ogHoro a6o 3a notpebu asox MX/,
XBopKuM i3 npotpysiamu MX/, (n = 410), y rpyni Il npo-
Boaunu MJIM/[, XBOpUM i3 MiXKXPeOLEBOI TPUKEID
(n =120).

Kputepii 3anyyeHHs: Bik nauieHTiB > 50 poki.,
YpaXKeHi AUCKKN 36epiranu rigpodinbHICTb i 4OCTATHIO
BMCOTY (HE MeHLLIEe HiX 2/3 Big HOPMK), caritanbHUN
PO3Mip FpUXKi HE NepeBuLLYBaB 6 MM, BiICYTHICTb OCH-
$iKyBanbHOro fliraMeHTo3y, AereHepaTUBHOIO CTEHO-
3y Xpeb6TOBOro KaHasy Ta cnoHaunonicresy. Bpaxosy-
Banu NpoTpy3ii po3mipom Big 3 40 5 MMm.

Oun3anH gocnigeHHa. [Ansg YACTOTU AOCNIAKEHHS
BiAGWpanu nuue xBopux 3a octaHHi 10 pokKiB.

MNMonepeaHbo BCi XxBOpi 6ynM OGCTEXEHI Ha Mmar-
HITHO-PE30HaHCHMX Tomorpadax pi3HUX BUPOOHUKIB,
ane 3 HanpyXeHHSIM MarHiTHOro Nnoast He HUXYE HixK
1,5 Tn. Kpim Toro, BciM naujieHtam npoBoanin o6eTe-
EHHS Ha KoMn'toTepHOMY 16-3pizoBomy Tomorpadi
(Toshiba, AnoHis). Onepauito BUKOHYBanu nig Gato-
pockonowm «C-apka» (Phillips, HinepnaHnaw).

BupasHictb 601b0B0Or0 CMHAPOMY BM3Ha4yanu 3a
Bi3ya/lbHOI aHanorosoto wkKanoto (BALU) no onepadii
Ta npoTarom 4 TuxK nicns Hei. EGeKTMBHICTL onepalii
BM3Havanu Yyepe3 3 Mic 3a wKanoto McNab, sKka rpyH-
TYETbCA Ha CNPUUHATTI NaUiEHTOM piBHA 6050, 06-
MEMEHHS aKTMBHOCTI Ta GYHKLIIOHANBbHOCTI, @ TaKoX
MOX/IMBOCTI BigHOBNEHHS npaue3aaTtHocTi. [pagauii
OLiHKM pe3ynbTaTy NiKyBaHHS:

1. BigmiHHui (excellent): BiacyTHi 6inb Ta 0O6MEXKEHHS
WUTTEQIANBHOCTI.

2. [Oo6pun (good): xBOpUM Mae piaKi HepaguKynspHi
60/1i abo 607, WO He 3aBaxkaloTb MOro HopMasb-
HIM XUTTEAiANbHOCTI.

3. 3apgoBinbHuKKM (fair): noninweHHa GYHKLiOHANbHUX
MOX/IMBOCTEN, ane nauieHT Aewo oOMeXeHnn abo
Ma€ nepioanyHi 60ni AocTaTHbOI IHTEHCMBHOCTI,
O NPU3BOAATb 10 CKOPOYEHHS abo 3MiHW POBO-
4Oi aKTMBHOCTI.

4. He3anoBinbHUM (poOr): BiACYTHICTb MNOAIMNLWEHHS
ab0 BOHO HeaocTaTHE ANg 30iNblUeHHS aKTUBHOC-
Ti, NOTPiGHEe onepaTUBHE BTPYYaHHS.

5. Wkany McNab BMKOPUCTOBYIOTb HE OKPEMO, a B
NoeaHaHHI 3 AeTaNbHIlWMMK KiNbKiCHUMW LIKana-
MW, Hanpuknag, BALL.

CTtaTUCTMYHMM aHani3. AHani3 OTpUMaHUX AaHWUX
NpPOBOAMN 3a JONOMOIO0 METO/IB ONMCOBOI Ta aHai-
TUYHOI 6iocTaTUCTUKKM. KinbKiCHI NOKA3HMKKM NpeacTas-
NeHi y BUnsai cepeaHboro apuPMeTMYHOro 3Ha4YEHHS ¢
CTaHAapTHOI NoXMBKK (M £ m). BennunHy nikyBanbHOMo
edeKTy po3paxoByBanu 3a metogom Cohen (d), a noro
BipOrigHiCTb — 3a JONoMorot Kputepito CTbloieHTa 41
noB’a3aHmx BUMGIpoK. 3HaveHHs p < 0,05 (< 5 %) BBa-
anu KPUTUYHO 3HaYyLWUM A4S BCix BuaiB aHanisy [10].

Pe3ynbraTtn Ta 06roBOpPEeHHA

HeBponoriyHnMM crtaH XBOPWUX A0 NiKyBaHHA 6yB
Pi3HUM.

PagukynspHum cuHapom ouiHosnn 3a BALL; y na-
LieHTiB rpynu | uen nokasHuk ctaHosus (5,20 + 0,62)
6ana, y xgopwux rpynu Il — (7,24 = 0,93) 6ana. Jliom-
6anria y xsopux rpynu | 6yna OCHOBHWUM BWSBOM
((6,40 £ 0,83) 6ana 3a BALL) Ha BigmiHy Big Il rpynn
(tabnuug).

Y rpyni Il 3a HasiBHOCTI NulIEe CUMNTOMATUYHUX
NPOTPYy3i 3acTocoByBaNN Na3epHEe HaBaHTaXEeHHS
Ha aucku Big L2 go L5 6nmn3bko 880 /I, a 3a Ha-
ABHOCTI FpuKi AuMcKa L5—S1 — 6nu3bko 700 [,
OCKiflbKM 06’EM LLbOro AMCKA MEHLWH, HiXK iHLWKX gncC-
KiB, y pasi rpvxi MX/[, L2-L5 — 850 /1K, 3a HasiBHOCTI
rpvKi aucka L5-S1 — 750 [x.

YKPAIHCbKWUA HEBPOJIOTIYHUM XYPHAN -
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Tab6Aaunu4

Pe3yAbTATU NYHKLUINHOT AQ3€PHOT MIKPOAUCKEKTOMIT 30AEXHO Bip iHTEHCUBHOCTI GOABOBOrO CUHAPOMY 3a BALL

IHTeHcUBHicTb 6onto 3a BALL

XapakTep 6010 lpyna KinbKicTb naujieHTiB Cohen’sd
[o nikyBaHHSA Yepes TkaeHb Yepes micsiub

| 410 5,20 £ 0,62 6,30 £ 0,76 4,40+1,43 -0,04
PagukynapHum

Il 120 7,20 +£0,93 7,80 +1,45 5,70 £ 0,87 -0,15

| 410 6,40 £ 0,83 7,60+1,24 4,20+ 0,76 -0,14*
TNiombanrisa

Il 120 4,65+ 1,43 6,30 £ 0,95 3,90+ 1,24 -0,05

lMpumitka. Cohen’s d po3paxoByBanu 4epe3 rnopiBHAHHS N04aTKOBOI IHTEHCUBHOCTI 60110 3 MOKa3HMKOM Yepe3 MicsLib; * cTaTucTuiHa

3HauvyLWicTb NiKyBa/ibHOro egekty (p < 0,05).

[pyna
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3aA0BIAbHUM B He3aao0BiAbHUI

PUCYHOK. PO3MoAIA MALIEHTIB 3Q PE3YALTATAMU AIKYBAHHST 34 LUKAAOKO McNab

[aHi Tabnuui ceigyatb Npo Te, WO B NaLieHTIB Mno-
XWSIOrO BiKy BNPOAOBK NepLLIoro TuxHA nicng MM
60/1bOBUN CUHAPOM Aello 36ibliyBaBcs, WO MNOsiC-
HIOETbCS aCEMNTMYHOIO 3anasibHO PEeaKLie TKaHWH,
wo otouytotb MX/. HYepes 30 ai6 3ananbHa peakLis
perpecyBana B cepeiHboMy Ha 2 6anu, ane 6inb 6yB
iHTeHcuBHMM. Lle ctocyBanocs K nombanrii, Tak
i paguKynapHoro 6o0nt0. IMOBIpHO, Le NoB’dA3aHe 3
MEHLLOK €/TaCTUYHICTIO Ta MEHLLOK CXWMJIbHICTIO [0
penapauii B MauieHTiB MOXWNOro BiKy. 3a AaHWMK
6araTtbOX HayKOBWX OOCNIOEHb, Y NaLiEHTIB MOJO-
[IOro " cepenHboro BiKy Yyepes Micsaub nicng MM
pPaanKYNsSpPHUI Ginb | BUSIBKU NtOMGanrii 3Ha4HO 3MEH-
wytoTbes. OgHaK ue He MoXe 6YyTH MPOTUNOKa3aHHAM
ansa nposeaeHHs MJIM y nauieHTiB NOXWIOro BiKY,
OCKiflbKM Yepe3 3 Mic CcTaH nauieHTiB 3Ha4YHO nonin-
LIMBCS, NPO LIO cBigYaTb pe3ynbTaTu OLHIOBaHHA 3a
wKanoto McNab (prUCyHOK).

BukoHaHHsa TUIM[ € edeKTuBHIlWMM Yy nauieH-
TiB cepeaHboro BiKky (< 50 pokKiB), Npo WO cBigyYaTb
[laHi, oTpMMaHi iHWKUMK gocnigHukamu [4, 9]. OgHak
€ BEeJIMKa KiNbKIiCTb MaLi€HTIB MOXWUIOr0 BiKY, B AKMUX
HEBFOMOHHMM BiNb y NONEPEKY He MiaaaeTbCs KOHCep-
BaTMBHUM MeToaaM NikyBaHHsA. Metoa M/IM/ moxe
MONINIWNTK SKICTb XUTTH TaKMX XBOPUX. [lesKi aBTopu
Hamaranucs 3’'dcyBaTu PiSHULIIO 3a ePEeKTUBHICTIO
MNJIM y nauieHTiB Bikom o 45 pokiB i nicng 45 pokis

- 2025, N3 —4

[10]. He BUSIBNEHO CYTTEBOI PI3HULI MiX LMMU TPY-
namun. OgHaK Le CToCyBanocs NalieHTiB cepeaHboro
BiKy. Y HallOMy AOCNIIKEHHI nepeBaKanu XBopi no-
XWI0ro BiKy. He3Barkatoum Ha ue, pesynbratv 6ynm
NO3UTUBHMMU 3aBASKW NpaBWNbHOMY Big6opy naui-
€HTIB | 3MEHLUEHHIO MPOMEHEBOIO HaBaHTAXKEHHS Ha
MX[ no 800 K. Y XBOPUX NMOXMNOr0 BiKY OAyXKaHHS
TpMBaE [OBLUE, HiXK Y NALiEHTIB cepeaHboro BiKy, WO
MOSICHIOETLCS MEHLLOK €N1aCTUYHICTIO TKAHUHW AMCKa
i BHMKEHHAM penapaTUBHMX NPOLIECIB.

TaknuM YMHOM, HE3BaXKaloum Ha Te, Lo pe3ynbraTm
MIM[ y nauieHTiB NOXMnoro BiKY AeWo ripLui, HiX y
nawieHTiB MOMOAOr0 i CepeaHboro BiKy, NPOBEAEHHS
iM TaKoi onepaLii [OoUiNbHE, OCKINbKKU iHWI MeToau
NiKyBaHHS A1 HUX He edeKTMBHI. He3agoBinbHi pe-
3y/bTaTh NOSICHIOBANIUCS HE TEXHIYHUMM MOMUIKaMK, a
HenpaBWbHMM BigGOPOM MNaLIEHTIB 418 NPOBEAEHHS
naMAa.

BUCHOBKHM

TuM4yacoBe MOripLIEHHS CTaHy NauUiEHTIB MOXMO-
ro BiKy npotarom micsaus nicna MJIM/ nosicHOETbCA
acenTUYHUM 3ananeHHsIM TKaHuWH, Wo otoudytoTb MX/,
3MEHILEHHSAM €eNacTUYHOCTI TKaHUHU W BHMKEHHAM
CXWNbHOCTI 10 penapaliii.

Mpn KOpeKTHOMY BiAGOPI NaLiEHTIB NOXUIOrO BiKY
MNJIM moxe 6yt A0CTaTHbO eDEKTUBHOLO.
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KoHoniKTy iHTepeciB HEMAE.
®diHaHcyBaHHs. [ocnigeHHs1 He 6y/10 CTOHCOPOBAaHO.

ETuyHi cTaHgapTH. Yci npouenypu, BUKOHaHI nawuieHTam rig Yac AOCAiAXKEeHHS, BignoBigatTb ETMMHUM CTaHhapTam
IHCTUTYLIMHUX | HaLiOHaIbHUX ETUYHUX KOMITETIB, @ TaKox [enbCiHCbKiN geknapadii 1964 p. Ta ni3Hiwmm nonpaBkam abo
aHasaoriYHNM eTMYHUM cTaHAapTam.

lpoiHpopmoBaHa 3roja. Big KoXHoOro natjieHTa oTpuMmaHa iHpopmMoBaHa 3roja.
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M.O. ZORIN

Dnipro State Medical University

Puncture laser microdiscectomy in elderly patients
with protrusions and hernias of the lumbar spine

Degenerative spinal lesions predominantly occur in elderly individuals. Surgical treatment options for elderly
patients are significantly limited. However, in the presence of intervertebral protrusions or hernias accompanied
by both lumbalgia and radiculopathy, puncture laser microdiscectomy may be effective even after prolonged
comprehensive conservative treatment.

Objective — to improve the results of puncture laser microdiscectomy (PLMD) in elderly patients with protrusions
and hernias of the lumbar spine.

Materials and methods. The study was conducted at the Endoscopic Neurosurgery Medical Center in Dnipro,
Ukraine. The study included 530 patients aged 50 to 72 years, with an average age of (68.6 + 5.63) years. There were
260 men and 270 women. The patients were divided into two groups: in group |, patients underwent PLMD of one or, if
necessary, two intervertebral discs (IVDs) for disc protrusions (n = 410); in group Il PLMD was performed VD with hernia
(120 patients). Inclusion criteria comprised age over 50 years, the affected discs retained hydrophilicity and sufficient
disc height (not less than 2/3 of the norm), the sagittal size of the hernia did not exceed 6 mm, there was no ossifying
ligamentosis, no degenerative stenosis of the spinal canal, and no spondylolisthesis. Protrusions ranging in size from
3 to 5 mm were taken into account. Pain syndrome was determined before the operation and over 4 week-period
according to the VAS scale. The effectiveness of the procedure 3 months postoperatively was evaluated using the
McNab scale.

Results and discussion. In elderly patients, pain slightly increased during the first week after PLMD, which is
explained by the aseptic inflammatory reaction of the tissues surrounding the IVD. By the end of the month, the
inflammatory reaction regresses, but pain remained at a relatively high level. This phenomenon is likely associated with
reduced fissue elasticity and diminished reparative capacity in elderly patients. But affer 3 months, the condition of such
patients improved significantly, as evidenced by the results of our examination with assessment on the McNab scale.

Conclusions. Temporary deterioration in the condition of elderly patients within the first month after PLMD can
be aftributed to aseptic inflammation of the tissues surrounding the intervertebral disc, reduced tissue elasticity, and
diminished reparative capacity.

Keywords: puncture laser microdiscectomy, protrusions and hernias of the lumbar spine, advanced age.
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