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PROFESSIONALLY ORIENTED FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

TRAINING IN MEDICAL UNIVERSITIES OF UKRAINE 
 

The realities of large-scale military aggression in Ukraine, alongside the 

immense progress in the medical field, have intensified the societal need for highly 

qualified specialists capable of international cooperation. High level of fluency in 

English for Medical Purposes strengthens the healthcare professionals’ 

communication, trust relationships, and strong partnerships of all around the world, 

promoting international cooperation and facilitating the exchange of knowledge and 

professional experience exchange. The ability to implement medical English in 

practice serves as an indicator of the professional growth, which demonstrates the 

enhancement of cultural, linguistic and professional competencies essential for 

medical practice. In this regards, the incorporation of the professionally oriented 

foreign language training into the learning process at Ukrainian medical universities 

has become increasingly significant. 

The integration of this training into the curricula of Ukrainian medical 

universities allows students to engage more seamlessly with the academic 

community, utilize international research resources, and remain up to date with the 

latest advancements and investigations in medical sciences. Therefore, the core goal 

of the training of professionally oriented foreign language to medical students is to 

form particular language skills necessary for solving professional tasks in the 

medical sphere. 

The fundamental aspect of this training is the mastering of domain-specific 

vocabulary vital for unambiguous and efficient professional communication. Thus, 

the curriculum is focused on the systematic assimilation of the complex specialized 

medical terminology pertinent to human anatomy, physiology, pathology, 

diagnostic procedures, diseases, clinical manifestation of symptoms, pharmacology, 

treatment, and rehabilitation strategies. Practical course of the professionally 

oriented foreign language training emphasizes the learning of standardized 

expressions, set phrases, and structured linguistic patterns prevalent in medical 

discourse. Special attention refers to the learning and the consolidating of 

terminology and the fostering of its practical application in both written and spoken 
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modalities, ensuring precision in a medical documentation and a verbal 

communication. This approach refines medical students’ communicative 

competence, cultivates the ability to transit theoretical knowledge into their personal 

learning experiences and, ultimately, into practical skills. 

Furthermore, the training of the professionally oriented foreign language 

facilitates the advancement of students’ general English proficiency, by expanding 

fundamental knowledge and deepening their understanding of linguistic structures, 

encompassing phonetics, lexicon, grammar, orthography, syntax, and stylistics. The 

ability to utilize English within specialized contexts and situations develops the 

linguistic competence of future healthcare practitioners, enabling them to operate 

effectively in the field of professional interests. 

The training of the professionally oriented foreign language in medical 

universities of Ukraine should be directed toward achieving the following specific 

objectives. Students should demonstrate the ability to: 

- obtain information from primary sources; 

- utilize modern information technologies to keep up-to-date with the 

contemporary challenges in medicine; 

- enhance the language proficiency to facilitate deeper engagement with 

specialized medical knowledge; 

- transform theoretical and practical knowledge (linguistic and specific 

medical) into practical skills; 

- cultivate speech strategies and linguistic abilities essential for interpersonal 

and professional communication in a healthcare setting; 

- develop the sense of responsibility, autonomy, and adaptability required for 

effective performance in multinational medical environments. 

Conclusion. The integration of professionally oriented foreign language 

training into the curricula of the medical universities of Ukraine equips students with 

linguistic and communicative skills, fostering the academic success and professional 

competence in the modern medical field. Recognized as both a fundamental aspect 

of academic preparation and a crucial element of future professional practice, this 

training demands a strategic approach that intertwines the language learning with 

core medical disciplines and aims to expand professional knowledge, enrich 

experience of communication, and improve students’ practical skills. By developing 

linguistic proficiency and professional readiness, medical students will be able to 

enhance their ability to engage in international collaboration, positioning themselves 

as highly competent, skilled, and sought-after specialists in the global healthcare 

landscape.  
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