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Cherniakhivskyi Yevhen Hryhorovych:
a surgeon, brilliant lecturer, and teacher

The life and career of Professor Yevhen Hryhorovych Cherniakhivskyi, a surgeon and scientist and the first rector
of Kyiv Medical Institute (now Bogomolets National Medical University).

This epigraph best describes Yevhen Chernyakh-
ivskyi’s personality: a man of action in all areas,
with the greatest intelligence and outlook.

He held various highly-esteemed titles through-
out his career, including surgeon, doctor of medicine
(1911), professor (1918), head of the department of
general surgery (1921—1922), head of the depart-
ment of faculty surgery (1923—1929), and first di-
rector of Kyiv Medical Institute (1920—1921).

Yevhen Hryhorovych Cherniakhivskyi was born
on February 1, 1873, in the family of the parish priest
Hryhorii Cherniakhivskyi in the village of Mazepyn-
tsi, Vasylkivskyi District, Kyiv Province (now Bilot-
serkivskyi District, Kyiv Region).

Yevhen Hryhorovych received his secondary edu-
cation at Kyiv Gymnasium No. 3, situated in Podil.
Upon completing his studies at the gymnasium, he
entered the medical faculty of St. Volodymyr Uni-
versity. Throughout his time as a student, he ac-
tively participated in the university’s student scien-
tific society. In 1898, he graduated from the univer-
sity with a doctor’s degree. Mykola Markiianovych
Volkovych was in charge of the surgical department
at the Oleksandriv Hospital in Kyiv when Yevhen
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The goal of medicine is action, not waiting,
Claude Bernard

Hryhorovych started working there as an intern.
Upon finishing his internship in 1901, he assumed
the position of a freelance resident and head of the
surgical infectious department at the same hospital.

Y. H. Cherniakhivskyi had a long-standing re-
lationship with M. M. Volkovych. He took over as
head of the department, replacing his teacher, after
working together for 12 years. He also became the
secretary of the newly established Kyiv Society of
Surgeons.

Y. H. Cherniakhivskyi conducted a series of sci-
entific studies on experimental surgery in the labo-
ratory of the Department of General Pathology at
Kyiv University.

It should be noted that during the 20s and 30s of
the 20th century, the field of scientific medicine ex-
perienced a significant shift towards an experimen-
tal and physiological approach. It involved the ex-
tensive use of physiological and biochemical meth-
ods in clinical practice.

In 1903, Y. H. Cherniakhivskyi headed the sur-
gical department of the Oleksandriv Hospital, suc-
ceeding his mentor, M.M. Volkovych. Between
1903 and 1904, he performed a total of 554 surgical
procedures, which involved operating on various
organs of the abdominal cavity as well as the heart
and blood vessels. The surgeries addressed tumours,
injuries, and other related issues. The outcomes of
surgical intervention were satisfactory for that time,
with postoperative mortality at 13.5% and overall
mortality at 8.0 %.

The scientist placed significant emphasis on prop-
erly monitoring the highest level of asepsis, despite
the challenging conditions prevailing at that time.

Although the university studies and the hospital
service were fully russified, Yevhen Hryhorovych
managed to nurture the Ukrainian language and
actively participated in Ukrainian cultural events.
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In 1906, the Ukrainian Scientific Society (USS)
was established in Kyiv. At that time, he joined it as
a member and actively took part in making reports
on surgical topics in Ukrainian. Additionally, he
contributed scientific articles to the «Collection of
the Medical Section of the USS», which were among
the earliest surgical scientific and medical publica-
tions in Ukrainian in Naddniprianshchyna.

After the collapse of the Russian Empire during
the Ukrainian National Revolution, Yevhen Cherni-
akhivskyi took an active part in the creation of the
Ukrainian state and was among the organisers and
participants of the first Ukrainian Medical Society
in Kyiv, which later turned into the All-Ukrainian
Union of Doctors. «Ukrainian Medical News» of
July 20, 1918, reported on the IT All-Ukrainian Con-
gress of Doctors.

In August 1918, Yevhen Hryhorovych played
a key role in establishing the first Ukrainian medi-
cal faculty in Kyiv. He was appointed a professor and
organised the Department of Clinical Surgery, the
first Ukrainian surgical department at the Faculty
of Medicine. In 1923—1924, he published a valu-
able two-volume scientific manual, «Surgical Pa-
thology and Therapy». The work comprehensively
addressed the principles of wounds, antiseptics and
aseptics, and other relevant issues in the field of
general surgery. Professor Yevhen Cherniakhivskyi
made a significant contribution to the advancement
of Ukrainian medicine and surgery by publishing the
first textbook on surgery in the Ukrainian language.

An important milestone in the development of
the higher medical school occurred in 1931 with the
publication of the «Practical Dictionary of Medical
Terminology», a Russian-Ukrainian dictionary that
was compiled on the initiative and under the editor-
ship of Yevhen Hryhorovych. Regrettably, the dic-
tionary was subsequently eliminated from libraries
due to its classification as «nationalist literatures.

In 1923—1924, Professor Yevhen Cherniakh-
ivskyi delivered lectures to students at the Depart-
ment of Faculty Surgery. He introduced numerous
innovations to teaching clinical surgery, and he was
renowned for his exceptional skills as a lecturer and
teacher. He improved the educational and pedagogi-
cal processes as well as the methodology of teach-
ing surgery. Under his guidance, private docents at
the Department of Faculty Surgery designed and
taught courses on surgical diagnostics, abdominal
surgery, research methods for surgical patients, and
children’s surgery.

Y. H. Cherniakhivskyi held numerous manage-
rial positions throughout his life: head of the depart-
ment of general and faculty surgery, chief physician
of the Oleksandrivska Hospital (twice), secretary of

the Association of Surgeons of Kyiv and Kyiv Region,
one of the founders of the Ukrainian State University,
head of the surgery department of the Oleksandrivska
hospital, and the first director of the medical institute.

Yevhen Hryhorovych described his affiliation
with the Kyiv Medical Institute: «The second insti-
tution with which my life and work are closely con-
nected is the Kyiv Medical Institute. In my twenti-
eth year, quite unexpectedly for me, I was appointed
rector of the Kyiv Medical Institute. I was the rector
for something like 16 months and the vice-rector for
the educational part for a little less than a year. After
that, I did not quit this intense administrative work,
the work on the construction of the medical insti-
tute, but continued to work in various commissions,
both scientific and methodological and economic,
forming the new foundations of the Kyiv Medical
Institute. I can proudly say that I took part in the
construction of the modern Kyiv Medical Institute,
sparing neither my strength nor my health. As a re-
sult of this intense, nervous work, during the opera-
tion, my illness happened ...».

The fact that Y.H. Cherniakhivskyi preserved
the Ukrainian language in teaching — along with
a group of professors and teachers and numerous
students who made up the so-called «Ukrainian lec-
ture», which existed until 1925 — is one of his many
accomplishments as rector. An intriguing fact, sub-
stantiated by an archival document, is that Yevhen
Hryhorovych, while serving as the director of the
medical institute, formally requested the local or
central authorities to assign one of the Kyiv hospi-
tals to the medical institute with the intention of
establishing a «university clinic».

Researchers have very limited knowledge about
the life of Yevhen Cherniakhivskyi throughout the
1930s. After his dismissal from work, numerous
attempts to discredit his family in the media and
among colleagues, as well as a sentence of condi-
tional imprisonment, resulted in the prohibition of
his name. Including Yevhen Hryhorovych’s name
in memoirs or historical references posed a personal
risk for the authors.

The name of the outstanding scientist and sur-
geon, who served as the first rector of the Kyiv Med-
ical Institute (now Bogomolets National Medical
University), has been reintroduced into the modern
history of Ukrainian medicine. The first information
about Yevhen Cherniakhivskyi appeared in Vasyl
Pliushch’s book, «Medical Science in Ukraine in the
First Half of the 20th Century» [3].

The declassified documents reveal that in
1931, Professor Yevhen Hryhorovych Cherni-
akhivskyi was involved in the Vesna agency case,
which entailed counter-revolutionary activities.
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The ultimate outcome of this criminal case is not
known. Nevertheless, it is clear that those years
were very difficult for Yevhen Hryhorovych and
his family. He died in 1938 in complete oblivion, at
the age of 65. In 2000, the employees of the depart-
ment found out that Yevhen Cherniakhivsky and
his wife, Lidia Oleksandrivna, were buried at the
Lukianivskyi cemetery in 1938.

Yaroslav Ganitkevych conducted a rather deep
analysis of the surgical works and activities of the
scientist in his article «Yevhen Cherniakhivskyi, the
founder of the Ukrainian national surgical school»
[1]. Yaroslav Ganitkevych expressed his belief that
it is imperative to restore the recognition of Yevhen
Hryhorovych Cherniakhivskyi in the history of
Ukrainian and world medicine.

This essay can be summarised with the statement
by D.E.Dubenko: «When compiling an imagi-
nary curriculum vitae of a professor, one gets the
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impression that Yevhen Hryhorovych managed to
live the life of at least ten people, despite the fact
that on his professional path he was constantly ha-
rassed by the current regimes and lived the last 10
years of his life in unjust oblivion and isolation».
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YepHaxiBCcbkuil €BreH I'puroposmuy —
Xipypr, 6;IUCKy4YHU JIEKTOP i Iegaror

JI.T. 3aBepnuii, T. B. Tapaciok, 10.I1. ITiopa, M. C. KpuBonycron

Hamionanpuuit mepuunmii ynisepcureT iMeri O. O. Boromoubirst, Kui

BucBiTEHO XKUTTEBUH TA TPOMECiFHMI IUIAX Ipodecopa €sreHa I'puroposnya YepHAXiBCbKOI'O — BYEHOI'O-
Xipypra, nepioro pekropa KuiBCbKoro MeAMYHOro iHCTUTYTy (HUHI — HallioHaIbHUI MEIUYHUI YHiBEPCUTET

imeHi O. O. BoroMosnbLs).
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